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Verde Canyon Railroad and Liberty Wildlife Team Up


Clarkdale, AZ - The people of Arizona are witnessing the beginning of a beautiful friendship. Verde Canyon Railroad and Liberty Wildlife have forged a bond based on a like-minded passion – to protect and preserve Arizona’s natural habitat and the creatures that dwell there. To aid Liberty Wildlife in their work, Dave and Linda Durbano, owners of Verde Canyon Railroad, have committed to make a minimum donation of $100,000. They presented Liberty Wildlife with a check for $20,000 in the spring, with more to follow as a portion of every train ticket sold will be donated to Liberty Wildlife. Now that they’ve joined forces everybody—especially the eagles and those who love them—wins. 


Verde Canyon Railroad celebrates its 20th anniversary this year, showcasing the dazzling scenery of a lush, high-cliff canyon. One memory most cherished by passengers is the sight of bald and golden eagles perched on rocky ledges or soaring overhead. The Verde Canyon Railroad provides the rare chance to view these extraordinary animals in their natural environment. Having cohabited with the railroad for generations, the eagles pay no mind as the slow rolling train clickety-clacks past.  


Liberty Wildlife Rehabilitation Foundation is a non-profit created to provide care for sick, injured or orphaned native Arizona wildlife or migratory wildlife. The face of the Scottsdale-based organization is Lady Liberty, a 24-year-old female bald eagle that arrived at the rescue facility in 1991. Badly injured by gunshot, Liberty was not a candidate for release. She now serves as a premier educator. 


In 2009, over 3,500 native animals were given care and over 400 outreach programs were held to enlighten children and adults about the crucial role wildlife plays in the world around us. While Liberty Wildlife educates about conservation, Verde Canyon Railroad provides an unparalleled learning opportunity by placing people in the cohesive environment Liberty Wildlife envisions for all animals.  


Dave Durbano said it best. “We will start with $100,000 but I can’t see us stopping since this is a perfect fit for us.” Sounds like the beginning of a beautiful friendship. 


To make reservations on Verde Canyon Railroad, call 800-293-7245 or visit www.verdecanyonrr.com. To learn more about Liberty wildlife, visit www.libertywildlife.org.         
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