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Wild Splendor and Well-appointed Service await you 

At the Verde Canyon Railroad

Clarkdale, AZ- Even ensconced in the wild beauty of the Verde Canyon, there is no guarantee of seeing wildlife.  Or is there?


By partnering with Scottsdale's Liberty Wildlife (www.libertywildlife.org), the Verde Canyon Railroad provides passengers with the opportunity to see wild raptors at the depot, aboard the train and at the Blazin’ M Ranch Wild West Adventure.


To celebrate the Verde Canyon Railroad's 20th anniversary of providing luxury tours through Arizona's rugged inner canyon, Liberty Wildlife released two red-tailed hawks.  "We held them a moment while passengers made wishes for their well-being, then tossed them into freedom," said Liberty Wildlife director Megan Mosby. Railroad owner David Durbano and his daughter, Michelle Adair, were honorary handlers for the occasion. “There are few experiences in life that touch you with such an overwhelming feeling of goodness. This was one of those experiences,” said David. 

Liberty Wildlife has a full schedule lined up to visit the Verde Canyon Railroad depot and Blazin’ M Ranch in 2011. 

	Verde Canyon Railroad
	
	Blazin’ M Ranch

	At Depot
	
	January 22
11:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

	February 20
10:00 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
	
	May 7

5:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.

	April 10

10:00 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
	
	October 8
5:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.

	September 11
10:00 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
	
	December 10
5:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.

	November 13
10:00 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
	
	

	Riding the Train
	
	

	March 1
1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
	
	

	April 16

1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
	
	



May 14

1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

June 4

1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Sonora, a very sociable juvenile bald eagle, loves to ride the train. With wings outstretched and eyes scanning the horizon, she delights passengers and crew alike.  At the top of the avian food chain, it is assumed that this bald eagle prefers first-class!


Gracious train accommodations contrast sharply with the pristine wilderness through which the tracks wind.  Sinking into overstuffed love seats, passengers enjoy full bar service and complimentary appetizers as panoramic canyon views pass by.  As the tension of the outside world fades view, the destination loses importance.  It is all about the journey. 
The Verde Canyon Railroad runs every day except Tuesdays, departing at 1 p.m. and returning at 5 p.m., just in time to enjoy a feast of hearty cowboy vittles along with a rollicking evening of frontier activities, music and comedy at the newly-remodeled Blazin’ M Ranch Wild West Adventure in nearby Cottonwood.  
Only two hours from Phoenix, the Verde Canyon Railroad is the perfect Arizona day-trip. Reservations are accepted at 800.293.7245 or online at VerdeCanyonRR.com.
