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Wild-Winged Educators from Liberty Wildlife 
Visit the Verde Canyon Railroad



Clarkdale, AZ - On April 22nd, educational staff from Liberty Wildlife, with special guests: Lady Liberty (American Bald Eagle), Duncan (Red Tail Hawk) and Snickers (Great Horned Owl) visited the Verde Canyon Railroad depot in Clarkdale. While train passengers gathered, the team shared the birds’ stories, answered passengers' questions and posed for photos. 

Over 200 children from local schools attended an educational presentation at the depot after the train departed. For most of the kids, it was their first encounter with these majestic birds of prey.

Liberty Wildlife’s namesake, Lady Liberty aka Libby, is a 23-year-old eagle that was rescued 20 years ago after surviving a gunshot wound to her left wing. Unable to return to the wild, Libby is enjoying her second career in the educational department.

The Great Horned Owl, Snickers, was orphaned as a baby, and wrongly kept as a pet. He bonded with humans, and though nothing physical is wrong with him, he is unable to survive on his own. Snickers was quite the charmer with the school children.

Duncan, a magnificent Red Tail Hawk, was discovered in Duncan, AZ, the victim of an impact injury (possibly with a car) that permanently damaged a wing. Unable to fly or survive in the wild, Duncan impressed and entertained the students with his curious personality. 

These three types of birds are just a few of the many amazing animals that thrive in the Verde Canyon. For nearly 100 years, wild and beautiful creatures such as these have coexisted with the train, sharing the same awe-inspiring river scenery.  The Canyon is not about the destination; it’s the journey for feathered friends and fellow passengers.

The Verde Canyon Railroad is proud to financially assist Liberty Wildlife in the rescue and rehabilitation of Arizona's native creatures. To learn more about Liberty Wildlife, visit www.libertywildlife.org.       

Verde Canyon Railroad wilderness trains depart daily, except Tuesday, at 1:00 p.m. and return at 5:00 p.m. For reservations call 800-293-7245 or book online at www.verdecanyonrr.com. The Verde Canyon Railroad depot is located in Clarkdale, AZ, 25 minutes from Sedona and two hours north of Phoenix.
###
No reason to mess with perfection

100 years of Service, 20 years of Style
