THIS PAGE IS DEDICATED TO MEDIA CONTACTS ONLY!

For a first-hand experience of the Verde Canyon Railroad, please contact:

Teresa Propeck, Marketing Director

623-374-3185

Email: Tpropeck@verdecanyonrr.com
Media on assignment are offered a complimentary ride.  Please provide the name of your publication, contact information for your editor and the name of the story on which you are working.  
Freelance writers should provide an explanation of their project, where it will be marketed and examples of past articles. 

Reservations are provided based on space availability.
Photography, DVD and CD, along with other promotional materials are available on request.

Here are just a few of the many reasons to make the Verde Canyon Railroad - Arizona’s longest-running nature show - the subject of your next story:
1. On board the train we offer comfortable accommodations, good food, historical and natural information. Passengers will see Sinagua Indian ruins, golden and bald eagles, numerous waterfowl and other wild creatures while passing beautiful rock formations and steep red canyon cliffs. The excursion follows the Verde River twenty miles upstream through a pristine riparian and wilderness area only accessible by the train. 
2. The rails were installed in 1911-1912 for the mining industry prevalent at that time, and pass over vintage trestles and through an incredible 680-foot man-made tunnel. The rare 1953 FP-7 diesel engines power a collection of restored vintage passenger cars through stony outcroppings of basalt, sandstone, and the various greens of Ocotillo, Yucca, Cottonwood, Juniper, Prickly pear, Mesquite, and Sycamore. 
3. The Verde Canyon Railroad is a wonderfully unique way to see remote riparian wilderness and wildlife without sacrificing the luxury of comfort. Amazing scenery, fantastic geology, and attentive crew all add up to an unforgettable experience. The train, which is ADA compliant, has a wheelchair lift, and special handicap accessible seating/restrooms available in both coach and first class. At the depot, you’ll find a gift shop, mini-museum, the Copper Spike Café, and covered picnic area. 
4. Seating options include comfy coach cars with vintage commuter-style seating.  First-class reflects not only a luxurious setting but a solicitous attitude of pampering from the staff.   The private opulence of the Caboose is a wonderful option for a party of six or less.  The Caboose is stocked with a top shelf cash bar, equipped with a rest room and delightfully comfortable leather chairs.  Climb up to the cupola for an eagle-eye view of this magnificent canyon.
5. Festivals abound, as each season brings a new celebration.  The Chocolate Lovers’ Train is built around an extended Valentines Day weekend, followed by the Lucky Leprechaun Express, Easter Bunny Express and a Cinco de Mayo Fiesta.  The lazy days of summer are welcomed with the popular Grape Train Escapes, pairing fine wine and delectable food.  Summer also sets the scene for the Tequila Sunset Limited. Clarkdale's Fourth of July celebration is extended to the Firecracker Express. Autumn brings Ales on Rails in October, and the spooky Haunted Halloween Express. Santa and his helpers bring holiday cheer aboard the Santa Claus Express every December. 
6. The Clarkdale depot boasts the John Bell Museum containing artifacts and historic photos depicting the early days of Copper mining, smelting and train transportation in the Verde Valley.

7. Situated in the high desert of north-central Arizona, the Verde Canyon Railroad is located about 20 miles south of Sedona at the foot of the hill on which Jerome is perched.

The Verde Canyon Railroad is truly a “train for all seasons” and runs year-round on a varied schedule.

