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1869 Ricochets into 2010 at Verde Canyon Railroad 

Through Artist Greg Woodard
Clarkdale, AZ - On May 10, 1869 one of America’s largest aspirations was accomplished.  Celebrating east meeting west with the drive of a golden spike, the world’s first transcontinental railroad became one in the rural community of Promontory Point, Utah.  Engine #119 arriving from the Atlantic and Jupiter #60 arriving from the Pacific saluted the occasion with triumphant screeches of their whistles as their pilots dusted the track and united to seal the union. This historic occasion has had a long-standing importance in U.S. history, but also a significant impact on the personal history of Utah artist Greg Woodard.
On December 4, 2010, the Verde Canyon Railroad begins its 20th year celebration as an excursion train and 100th year as a rail line.  To commemorate this momentous occasion, the Railroad has purchased a magnificent sculpture of a life-size eagle named “Ricochet” perched on a slice of railroad track created by renowned sculpture and artist Greg Woodard.  When owner Dave Durbano first viewed the piece, he believed that the bronze was meant to be a part of the Verde Canyon Railroad whose engines are adorned by the nation’s symbolic bald eagle. “The anniversary seemed like the perfect venue to introduce “Ricochet” to the passengers of the Verde Canyon Railroad,” stated Durbano. “Bringing the artwork of Greg Woodard into the lives of the passengers riding the Railroad will only enhance their journey.  I know Greg personally and we both share the same affection for the bald eagle’s ability to coexist with mankind,” Durbano added. 

Greg credits his artistic talents to his parents.  His father taught woodworking and taught his son the craft.  As a child, they moved to Utah where Greg’s father worked at Promontory Point splitting railroad ties.  Along with creativity, Greg shared his father’s love of the outdoors and nature, often walking the railroad lines where his father worked, collecting glass bottles and jars that littered the track beds, left behind by the workers that had laid the original rail so many years before.


The transcontinental railroad bridged rivers and tamed the wilderness.  The intrusion was detrimental for much wildlife and led to the near decimation of the American bison.  The bald and golden eagle populations escaped the threat and these beautiful creatures coexisted with train travel in relative harmony.  The majesty of the birds he saw on the walks with his father along the tracks led Greg to develop a passion for falconry.


Greg dabbled in carving decoys, but worked for the Union Pacific for five years.  The job with the railroad satisfied his attraction to railroading.  He envied the train’s power and speed which simulated the freedom and excitement of the eagle’s flight.  This also strengthened the connection between the two: increasing his passion for both railroads and falconry.

On his days off, Greg still walked the rails around his home, just as he did as a kid, taking his birds with him to hunt.  It was during these walks that he frequently saw an eagle soaring then swooping low to the tracks, hunting the open space the railroad provided.  This motivated Greg to combine his love for birds with his passion to create. With the iconography of the railroad in his sculpture, the life-size eagle misses his first chance at prey, then giving it his all, he “ricochets” for another chance.
Greg will be in attendance at the Railroad on Saturday, December 4 and Sunday, December 5 with his falcon as “Ricochet” is unveiled before the train’s departure at 1 p.m.  In addition to meeting the artist, you also may purchase raffle tickets for another of Greg’s sculptures “Cycle of Life” which he so generously donated for the anniversary celebration.  
The sculpture, which you may view online, is valued at $2,500.00.  Tickets may be purchased for $10.00 each at www.verdecanyonrr.com.  One-hundred percent of the proceeds go to Liberty Wildlife, a raptor rescue foundation based in Scottsdale, Arizona.  Liberty Wildlife also will be at the festivities with rescued birds that will be released in the Verde Canyon following rehabilitation.
For more information, call 1-800-293-7245.
